| 


FT OTTER Pept. ;,: 


OR, 


A Sermon lately P reached 
in Sourh warte, before a Worſhip= 
'X full aſſembly, 


| 


Very neceſſary fortheſe times. 


1 
— 


— — — 


bY | 
WILLIAM FR EAR, | 
Miniſter. | 


Luke 5. 4, f. verſes. | 

And when they came to leſus, they be 

ſoveht him inflantly, ſaying, that he © | 
worth for whom be ſhould doe this | 
Feor, he loveth our nation, andhath built 
us a Synagogue. 
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To the right Worſhipfull, Sir 
Nicholas Raintun, Knight, Preſident, 
the Worſhiptull, Martin Bond, Eſquire, 
Treaſurer, with the Governours of 
the Hoſpitalſ of little 8 Barrholowmemes, 
W. F. wiſh:th that Grace and 
Peace may be multiplied. 


» T2 H 1t I ſt» died for your pri. 
vate Chappell, and tbere 
# celivered before ſome of 
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which ocaeſioned this Sermon, ſhall pro- 


volte ſome well minded ones to imitate 
jour example elſewhere, or incite the 4- 
ble handed to promote ſuch charitable un- 
dertakings for the comfort of ſo many ſick + | 

and alſtreſſed ſoules daily by your care re- 
freſbed: it may redound much to Gods 
glory, your omus comforts, and the happi- 
neſſe of thoſe whom God ſhall move hereby 
to tread in jour fteps. I 15 ſuch thing ſuc- 
ceed, yet it ſhall be your honour to have 
lighted up the candle of ſo good an exam 
ple for the times to come: as it is, and ſhall _ | 
be, for you all, that God may long conti- ' | 
une to our Hoſpitall,your pions care for the 


happy and orderly government thereof, 
the daily prayer of 


\ our Hoſpitaler, | 
N 
IVilliam Freake.- 
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From my Study in your Hoſpitall 
ics 12 44) of Feb, 1639. 
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Ezras Pulpit. 


Neh. 8. 4, 556, 7, 8. verſes. 


And Ezra the Scribe ſtood apon «a Pulpit 
of wood, which they had made for the pur pꝛſe, 
Ce. to the end e the 8, verſe, | Th 


>> Eloved: I ſinde it to be the 
W obſervation of a Father, 
that the two Cherubings, 

2 which by Gods appoint- 


> ment were tobe placed at 
J HDD the two ends of the Mer- 
e ſeat, Exod. 25. 18. as they ſhould be of 


beaten gold, ſo they ſhould bee lo placed, 
that they might face each other: as an in- 
ſtruction for all Miniſters and Preachers of 
the Word and Goſpell, ſaith the learned 
Zanche, to take this careand courle, that 
as their Doctrine ſhould be purely the 
word of God, and not their owne, ſo they 
ſhould be ever ſtudious to make their Texts 


to (uit with 
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2 Exras Puiprt ; 
facing each other, as the Cherubins over the {| 
Mercy-feat, that ſo being a word in due | 
ſeaſon, they may be like Apples of gold 
in pictures ot ſilver, Proverbs 25, 11. 

And thisIconfetle, as it is my duty, ſo it 
hath beene my ſtudy in the preparation of 
my meditations for this place and occaſion, 
to reconcile the text ot Seriprure, which 
(by Gods bleſſing) I have made choice of, 
to the occaſion of ibis dau and out preſent 
meeting. A worke, which if you ple aſe to 
vouchlafe your favourable attention, will | 

as fe us no great labour. . 
I HgRecaule here is Ex the Scribe, re- 
qaeſted and appointed to bring forth the 
booke of the Law of Moſes, which God 
commanded 1/rael, as ye have it in the firſt 
verſe of this chapter. 

- 2 Becauſehereis a Congregation law - 
fully aſlembled: for, all the people had ga- 
thered themſelves together as one man, in 
the ſtreet that was before the Water- gate, 
| 


in the firſt pare of the firſt verſe of this chap- 
ter, And there was a congregation both of 

enand women, even as many as could 
heare with underſtanding, in the ſccond 


Wee. 8 
2 Becaule here is Ezra the Scribe rea- 


ding in the booke of the Law, before the 


Fxras Pulpit, = 3 


congregation, from the morning, even till 
mid-day, in the third verſe. 

Becaule here is the manner of this re- 
ligious duty, with ſilence and attention: for, 
the eares of all the people were attentive 
to the booke of the Law, as you may reade 
in thelaſt words ot the third verſe. 

5 Becauſe, here is the place and poſture 
of the Miniſter, He ſt and: upon a Pulpit of 
wood, which they had made for the pur- 

oſe (as our laſt tranſlation reades it) or, 
which they had prepared for the preaching, 
(as the former tranſla'ton ha'h it:) And 
Ezra the Scribe flood vpn A Pripit of wood, 
c. So that all things (you ſee) are fitted tor 
the occaſion of our ptelent mecting,except 
in this one thing there prove a defect, that 
now there be a want of a learned Scribe to 
reade unto you. And in this caſe, I beſeech 


you, give me leave to make my prayer, and 


I defire your chari:able aſſiſtance therein. 


O Lord God, &. and ſo ina confident aſ- 
ſurance of Gods gratious aſſiſtance, I pre- 
pare to the words of my Text. Aud EN 
the Scribe, &c. And thus have l led your un- 
derſtanding: to the words ofour Text, which 
before I enter upon, give mee leave I be- 
ſeech you, to Roop and gather for you a 
flower or two that grow in the way to our 


Text; 
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4 Exras Puiptt . 
Text, by conſidering the context, and the 
cohererce of theſe words with the former 
verſes of this chapter. 

Wherein I obſerve thus much. 

1 This people was newly returned out 
of captivity, into which they had been de- 
livered for the greatand grievous ſinnes of 
that nation in generall, as you may reade in 
the {aſt chapter of the {ccond Booke of the 
Chronicles, from the 14 verſe to the end of 
the 16. And being now by the mercifull 
hand of their good God brought backe to 
their owneland and ruined City, they are 
letting a new governement among them. 
ſelves by way of reformation, both in thetic 
Eccleſiaſticall and civill State, being aſſiſted 
in the one by £zrache Scribe, and in the o- 
ther by Nehemiah, their religious and pru- 
dent Governor. Wherinthat they may pro- 
cute direRions from heaven, and conceive 
the f. itet hopes of happy ſueoeſle: they are 
aſſembled as one min, into à great and fa- 
mous ſtreet of the City, there by faſting and 
prayer to call upon God in humiliation of 
loule; and there Ezra the Scribe ſtandeth 
upon 2 pulpit of wood which they had 
made tor the purpoſe,” and reades the Law 
unto them. Doubtleſſe, it there had beene 
this true dcvotion in tacm, while their 
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Temple was ſtandiſg and Jeruſalem in her 
proſperity, they miꝑht have eſceped the 
fiery furnace of the Babiloniſh captivity. 
Bur they bave beene caſt into it, for the 
ſpace of ſeventy yeeres, and are now but | 
newly delivered cut of it. And now, ye fee, 
they are become penitent, and-wee finde 
them at their devotion in prayer & faſting, | 
being aſſembled for that purpoſe in a pub. | 
licke ſtreet. 
1 Point, That we may obſerve, the ſweet 
benefit and comfort of affliction, where it 
is ſanctified to the Patient, and a right uſe 
made ot it. This people had beene accuſto- 
med to finde mercy at the hands ot their 
God, how grievouſſy ſoe ver oſtended with 
them, ſo often as they did rerurne unto him 
by repentance and humiliation. Their fa- 
thers bad truſted in him, and were delive- 
red, as the pſalmiſt truely ſingetb, Val. 22. | 
4g. and now their children rake the ſame 
| » courſe and proſper, 
Vie Tothew us, that affiition unto 
a childe of God, is but a refining of him 
from his dreſſes, anda trying ot him for his 
future good, According to that remarkable 
ſpeech of the Lord, by the miniftery of his 
Prophet, Zachary the 13. chap. ihe 8 and g. 
verſes, where, threatning the Iewiſh na- 
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tion wich utter deſtruction by the ſword 
of Titus Veſpatian the Roman Emperour, 


he ſaith, That in that day it Sauld come to 


6 


paſſe, that throughout all the laud two third þ | 


parti thereof ſhould be cut off and dye. but 4 
third ſhall remasne therein: and | wil bring 
that third part through the fire(ſaith God)& 
1 will refine them a ſilver iñ vefined, ard try 
them as gold # tryed © and then ſhall they all 
call upon my Name, and I will heare them: 
they I will ſay, this is my people, and they ſhall 
ſay it u the Lord my Cod. And thus was it 
with this people at this time; they had been 
in the ſurnace of afſſiction. they were hum- 
bled before God, and he heard them: hee 
acknowledged them once more to be his 
people, and they were indevotion before 
him, as before the Lord their God. To 
reach us all what courſe we ſhould take in 
this caſe, when by our finnes wee have 
brought our ſelves under the rod of God in 
what nature ſoever. Even to ſeeke God in 
his holy Ordinances in humility of ſoule for 
ſinne, who before we call, is ready to an- 
ſwer, and while we pray is ready to heare, 
Iſaiah 65. 24. But I inſiſt no longer upon 
this point, I paſſe to another. 

2 06, In the ſecond plaee therefore be 
pleaſed to oblerve with mee, thus much. 
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Exras Pulpit. 7 
This people in their great diſtreſſe are com- 
paſſionated by King Cyrus, in the firſt yeere 
of his raigne, ho, according as Jeremy had 
prophecied, at the full period of ſeventy 
yeares, did by publicke Proclamation, looſe 
the bond of their captivity, as you may 
readc in the two laſt verſes of the laſt chap- 
ter of the ſecond booke of the Chronicles: 
and who according as the Lord had fore- 
told of him by Name, no leſſe then one hun- 
dred and ſeventy yeares before hee was 
borne) performed all Gods pleaſure, ſaying 
to Jeruſalem, thou ſhalt be built, and tothe 
Temple, thy foundation ſpall be laid, Iſa. 44. 
verſe the laſs. 

To which end, leaue is given by the King 
to Ezra the Scribe, and to Nehemiah their 
Governcur, to direR and aſſiſt themin the 
repaire of their ſtare, and reformation of 
religion, a great comfort and encourage- 
ment to theſe diſtreſſed lewes. 

2 Point, Doubtleſſe to teach us, by the 
example of theſe Iewes, that ſuch as unfai- 
nedly turne to God by true repentance, as 
did theſe penitent people, ſhall never want 
a ſeaſonable and comfortable deliverance, 
how grievous ſoever their ſinnes have been. 
yea, rather then fayle in ſuch a caſe, God 


ill raiſe- un helpe for them, where they 
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lookenot for it. David in the dayes of Sani 
found it thus full many a time: Elia found 
ic thus in het wilderneſſe, being fed by Ra- 


ve ne, in the firſt booke ofthe Kings, the 17. 
chap. at the 6 verſe, Manaſſes in the prilon | 
found it ſo, when upon his unfained humi- 
liat ĩon for ſinne, God wrought little lefle 
then a miracle for him, bringing him backe | 
to Jeruſalem, reſtoring him to his king- 
dome, 2nd changing his iron ferters and 
chaines into a chain of gold and royall ſce p- 

ter, 2 Chro. 33.13. 

The people of God have found this true 
by frequent experience in all ages: and that 
may not looke too farre from home, the 
poore of this houſe and foundation finde it 
true: for whote emergent diſtreſſes, provi- 
ſion hath beene made, and ſtill is continued 
by thoſe who never ſaw their faces, untill 

that houre wherein their neceſſities enforce {| 
them to ſeeke unto us: meat and medicine 

for their hunger and ſickneſſes, cloaths for | 
their nakedneſſe, with other neceſſary com- 9 
forts. And that they may be inſttucted to 
make an happy uſe of Gods mercies exten- 
ded unto them in this caſe, care is had for | 


the ſpirituall food of their ſcules, by reading 
and expounding unto them the blefled 
at, I referrc it to your 
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confideration, whether they have not as 
juſt cauſe miniſtred ſunto them to bleſſe 
God for his gratious providence over them, 
for ſoules and bodies, as had theſe lewes to 
give glory to the God of Z/rael, in their 
particular: who foreſeeing that in time they | 
would caſt themſelves by their ſinnes into | 
the fiery furnace of Babylons captivity,had : 

| 

| 

| 


foretold them of a deliverer by the miniſte- 
ry of the Prophet ſaiah, an hundred and 
{eventy yeares before hand: and now in his 
owe time did performe his word punctu- 
ally by this Monarch of Perſia, and his fa- 

| "your to his two ſervants, Ezra the Scribe, 
and Nehemiah the Governour, And now . 
as upon theſe grounds we finde them re- 
newed, and have learned ſomewhat from 
thence, 

3 Obſer. So we may obſet ve in the third 
place, that upon their returne, they make 
| proviſion for the publke exerciſe of true 
| religion, as without which, their State | 
| Could have no fir me or aſſured foundation. 
| Therefore it is ſaid in the firſt verſe of this | 
chapter, that all the people aflembled chem» [ 

ſelves together, and ſpoke ro Zxr4 the 
Scribe, that hee would bring the Booke of 
| the law of Moſes, which he had comman- 


ded Iſrael. And Ezra the Scribe brought 
| torch 1 
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forth the booke of the law before the con- 
tion both of men and women, ver. 2, | 
And if any would be fartisfi.d who, this 
Ezra was, let him read FE 7. 6. and he 
ſhall find that this Ec came up from Ba- 
bel, and was a Scribe prompt in the law of 
Meſer, which the Lord God of Iſrael had 
iven: a man to whom the king hadgran- 
ted all bis requeſt, and to whole ſole direc- 
tion this people had referred themſelves for 
the eſtabliſhment of religion & the wor- 
ſhip of God among them, From whence 
we mayobſerve thus much, 

3. Point, That the publicke exerciſe of re 
ligion, and the eſtabliſhment thereot is the 
fit meſt ground wherupon the peace and 

happy government of any State can poſſibly 
be built. The very heathens themſelves 
knew this: And therfore ſo ſoone as Romu- 
les the firſt builder of Rome, had by force 
and armes layd a foundation of that city, 
next after him ſucceeded Nama Pompilime, 
who by an heatheniſh kind of religion 
brought that rude and barbar ous people in- 
to ſome order, v: quod vi et injurid oncupa- 
verat imperium, religione ac iuſtitid guber- 
naret. ſayth their ow ne hiſtorian: that the 
commad which they had obtained by force +» 
and armes to the wrong of others, they 
might 
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Exyas Pulpit. 11 
might eftabliſh and adminiſter by a ſee- 
ming practiſe of religion as in their 0wne 
right, The devill who was the founder of 
that Moarchy could teach them thus much: 
haveing « blerved ſome what doubtleſſe 1 
ſrom the praQtite of God himfelte, whole N 
Ape he bath ever affected to be in imitations 
becauſe when the Lord had choſen to him- : 
elfe a people of his owne, and had brought 

them out of Egypt, he eſtabliſhed their go+ 
vernement under Meſes and eAaron: not 
onely under Mo/es, as their civill Magii- 
| trate to tule them by his love, but al- 
ſo under Aaron, as their high Prieft by 
God eſtabliſhed to keepe them in awe j 
by religion, Feare God and honour the 
King |taych Saint Peter, 1. Pet. 2. 17. As if 
the honour due to the king could never be 
given him in that State or kingdome where 
the feare of God is not taught by a publicke 
exerciſe ol religion. Wee finde that theſe 
JIewes here are ſenſible of i it, in that upon 
weir returne from captivity , in theit en- 
| trance to the reeſtabliſhment of their for- 


mer gouernement, they have recourle to | 
Ezra the ſcribe, as the only man in thoſe 
times able to inſttuct them in that forme of 
.— religion, without which their civill eſtate 


could never be able to ſubſiſt. To which 
onely 1 
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12 Exras Pulpit. 
onely end Exra purpoſing to inſtruct the 
people as from Gods mouth, is here found 
in my text ſtanding upon a pulpit of wood 
prepared for the preaching. 
40½%½ Butſprincipally we may obſerve it 
in this their ſolemnity for the eſtabliſhment 
of religion, and in this parzicular: that as 
there ſtood at Exras right hand Mattirhia, 
and Shemas, Anania, and Vrijab, Hilkiha, 
and Maaſejab. Qui quidem erant ſentores 
e levitics genere omnes, layth Tremelius 
upon this place, elders, all of them of tte 
trbe of Levi; ſo thete ſtood at his left hand, 
as ready to aſſiſt hin, Pedaiah, and Miſbael, 
Malchia, and Haſbum, Haſhbadona, Ze- 
charia, and Meſbullan, moſt probably the 
cheife of their Nobillity and Gentry: that 
their religion and civill eſtate might ioyne 
hand in hand to eſtabliſh peace by a religi- 
ous governement, and true religion by 
ce. And ſurely concerning that (tate 
whatſoever, wherein there ts this (weet 
union betweene the civil} & eccleſiaſticaF 
governement founded vpon the ſaet ed and 
revealed will of God, I may fay truly as 
doth the Plalmiſt, P/al, 144. the laſt verſe. 
Happy are the people that be in ſuch acaſe: 
yea,bleſſed are the people that have the Lord a 
Fer their God, Diſunion, and diſcord in 
F opiniens 1 
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opinions or practiſe, ſeldome produceth as 
ny good in any loeiety of men whatſoever: 
but to a ſetled Church it is ever trouble- 
ſome and dangerous: in which regard it | 
hath ever beene the care and ſtudy of all | 
good men, who unfainedly deſire the pub- | 
licke good and proſperity of Sion, to ad- | 
vance and improve all good meanes and. 
motions conducipg to the eſtabliſhment of 
this harmoniousunion, and accord on both 
ſides betwixt the civill and eccleſiaſticall 
governement: yea, in all publicke ſocieties 
and companies, the more prudent and diſ- 
Lreet part thereof is ever ſtudious of pub. 
' licke peace; as are theſe Iewes here in the | 
beginning of their reformation; who to 
that purpoſe joyne the Church and State 
hand in band, the Clergy and the Laity : 
not ſeparating them by factious and partia- 
lity, as ſome in theie dayes, or alienating 
their affections from each other, upon petty. 
differences, but by a matuall con junction 
of the Clergy with the Nobility, endevou- 
ring as with one conlent, the welfare of the | 
publicke. In whoſe proceedings in this 
caſe, this is furthermore worthy your ob- 
ſervation, _ E 
5 06, That in their eſtabliſhment of Gods. 
„ pub- 
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publick worſhip in the exerciſes of religion, 

they are joyntly carefull to draw all the 

people to a publicke conformity. Which ro 


** 


effect, though it was a work of much diff- 
culty, becaule of their ſtrange matches, yer 
they conceived it to be a point of abſalute 
neceſſity, as without which their State 
would ſuddenly come to ruine. This ye may 
obſervein the words of our Text, where it 
is ſaid in the 5 verſe: That when Ezra o- 
pened the Boołe in the ſight of all the peo 
ple, then all the people ſtood up. They 
were not allowed (it ſeemes) ſome to fir 
while the others ood, according as every 
mans fancy led him, l unt all the people flood 
u, ſaith the Text. As alſo ye may obſerve ir 
further in that which followeth in the 6g | 
verle,where it is ſaid, that wben Ezra prai« 
led the Lord, the great God, then all the 
people anſwered Amen, «Amen : as with 
an unenimous conſent, and with lifting up 
their hands: and they bowed themſelves, 
and worſhipped the Lord with their faces 
towards the ground. Here is a ſtanding up | 
al together at one time, a lifting up theix 
hands all together at another time, and a 
wor ſhipping of the Lord with their faces 
to the gtound. in conclaſion: 

. 1 Poing 
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5 Point Let all things be done decent- 
ly and in order, was S. Pauls tule, 1 Cor. 
14. the laſt verſe, as intimating that there 
is no decency without order, in any pub- 
licke actions, in any publicke ſociety. The 
want whereof is the bane of the moſt hope- 
full underiakings, whether in peace or war, 
which, as oftentimes it is the decay of a 
State, ſo it is the ruine of an Army. To 
him that ordereth his wayes aright, will l 
Hew my ſalvation, ſaith God, P/al, 50.the 
laſt verſe, as intimating that all ſuch ſhall 
fall ſhort of the fight thereof, as delight to 

walke in the diſorderly way. I wiſh that 
' our faftious ſingulariſts, whoſe queazy ſto- 
| macks riſe againſt all conformity, would 


_— 
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take this into conſideration. For my part, 
I freely profeſſe my ſelfe a diſciple to con- 
formity, ſo long as I finde nothing againſt 
it inthe ſacred Scripture, And I ſhall ever 
deſire to joyne in the practiſe of it, had I 
| none other ground for it, but this in my 
| Text: where I reade, that this people in the 
re- eſtabliſiment of their State and religion, 
were ſtudious of a publicke conformity in 

the worſhip of God, ſtanding up all toge- 
| ther, ſaying Amer with one voyce, litting 
| bp their hands, bowing worſhipping, 25 
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the publicke action and reading of Ex 
gave oceaſion. 

6 06, Vea, and( which is yet more re- 
markable in their proceedings in this kind) 
in making proviſion for the reading of the 
Law in publicke aſſemblies, they are care- 
full to have all decent accommodations for 
the ſame. Ezrathe Scribe hath a Pulpit of 
wood, prepared for the preaching; andin 
or upon this Pulpit, hee ſtood, faith my 
Text, and read the Lay unto the people, 
verſe 4, Which Pulpit was ſo ordered, that 
ſtanding therein, he was above all the peo- 
ple, faith the Text, verſe 5. to the intent, 
that bis voyce might be the better heard, 
as our Engliſh gloſſe upon that place ex- 
pounds it. 

6 Point A moſt pious and commendable 
care without queſtion, that in the publicke 
aſſemblies, all things might be done, not on- 
ly decently and in order, but profitably al- 
ſo. to the edification of the Auditory, 
Which laſt thing moſt plainly appeareth in 
the two laſt verſes of my Text, where care 
is taken, that certaine ſelected Levites, 
whoſe names areexpreſt in the ſeventh 
verſe, ſhould cauſe the people to underſtand 


the Law, To which end an order waseſta- 
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Exyas Pulpit. 17 
bliſhed, that the Levites ſhould reade in 
the Law of the Lord difin/y, without 
| hudling up things together, as many doe 

now adayes: and not to content themſelves 
with bare reading, but they ſhould alſo 
give the Sence thereof. and cauſe the peo- 

ple to underſtand the reading, as you haye 

it in the laſt words of my Text. And now, 

I pray you, what patterne can bee more 
\_ | plaine, what warrant more ſtrong can the 
Scripture afford us for our order in our con- 
gregations, for decent carriage in publicke 
+, aſſemblies, for our reading Pewes, our Pul- 
| ' pits, our Sermons, our expoſitions of Scrip- 
cure, after reading thereof, then this of this 
people in the words of our Text? wherein 
Eæra the Scribe ſtandeth upon a Pulpit of 
wood prepared for the preaching, with the 

; Nobility and Clergy on his tight hand, and 
on his left, opening the Booke in the ſight 
oñ the people, and reading the law unto 
| them: at whole opening of the Booke, the 
people ſtand up, lay Amen, bowing their 
head3, and worſhipping. The Levites by 
expoſicion caule the people to underſtand 

the Law; readingit diſtinctly, and giving 
the ſence: which when I thinke upon, 1 can. 
| not but breake into that patheticall wiſh of 
Heere FAO — 
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areverend Divine of our owne upon in &. 
caſion not muchunlike: O /i Deus hoc fare- 
ret nobis tam commedum, quam Eccleſia 
propoſuit accommodum : O that the Lord 
were pleaſed but ſo to perſwade the hearts 
ot men and women tœan unity of aſſections 
in their publicke devotions, as the holy 
Ghoſt hath beene carefull to ſet us a pat- 
terne in Scripture, and the reformed Chur- 
ches pious in propounding us an uniformity, 
And ſo have done with the explication of 
the words of our Tex:; I now onely crave 
your patience for 2 word or twoof appli- 
cation, and I will dra ſuddenly to a con- 
cluſion. 

Oar Text, you &, hath acquainted us 
with a people, that by A rightuſe of affli- 
Aion, are growne penitent and pious. A 
lellon for the Patients of this houſe and 
foundation, to chaike them out a way to 
the happy ule of Gods corrections. That 
they may know that there is none other 

way ſo ready to remilſion of ſinnes, as hu- 
miliation ard contrition of heart for the 
ame, wiſelytnured to piety in devotion. 

2 It hath 2cquainted us with their pra- 
Qie of joyning the Church and State to- 
gether i in an unanimous conlent for the ho- 
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nour ot God in his publicke lervice, To 
leſſon us in the neceſſity of a mutuall accord 


this way, if we deſire the proſperity ot out 


Teruſalem. 

3 It hath acquainted us with their ſtudy 
and practiſe of conformity in Gods fervices 
that wee might know that our God 132 
God of order, and that the Church of God 
is traely repreſented by an Army well or- 
dered, as being never · ſo victorious over its 
enemies, as when it is terrible unto them a 
an Army with banners, Canticies the G. ch. 
the 4 verſe. 

4 It hath acquainted ns with their bo- 
ly praftife in accommodating all things in 
their publicke aſſembly, as to Gods glory, 


ſo to the peoples edification. Not onely to 


inſtruct us that ſuch ſhould bee the care of 
all good men, but to ſhew us what wee 
ewe to God for the happy indeavoure of 
ſuch religious ſpirits as are raifed up by God 
to performe ſuch godly and chriſtian 
workes with a ſtudy tor the publicke good. 


The names of thoſe noble Patriors, who 
were ſticklers in this reformation here in 
my Text, both Clergy and Nobility arere- 
corded to their everlaſting honour, by the 
penne of the holy Ghoſt · Wee may _ 
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fore by good warrant write up even inlet: 
ters of gold, the names of ſuch pious Pa- 
| trons as God bleſſceh us withall in this de- 
praved and degenerate age of ours, | And 
with this holy confidene upon juſt 
grouuds, that theis names are written in 
the booke of eternall life, of whem GOD 
maketh choiſe to be moved by his holy 
Spirit, to wotkes of this nature in this mu- 
tall life. Miſtake mee not ] beſeech you: 
this is no place for flattery: we ſtand in the 
preſence ot the Seatcher of all our hearts. 
I doe undoubtedly aflurs my ſelte, that e- 
ven they whole hands have beene deepeſt 
in the erection ot this place, will be content 
to ſay as David, when hee had prepared all 
materials for the building of Gods Temple, 
1 Chron. 29. 14. Lord, who am I and 
what ts my people, that wee ſhould be able 
to offer ſo willingly after this ſort? For, 
all things come of thee, and of thine owne 
pave wee given thee, God hath given the 
tmeance, God hath filled the hand, God hath 
inlarged che heart to doe this pious act in 
this pl ce, and to God onely be all the glo- 
for it. 
And now w hat remaineth, but an ear- 
neſt exhortation to a continnance in well. 
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doing, and that a courſe may be talen ſor 
an happy progreſſe in Gods favour to the 
royall foundation of our Hoſpitall? And to 
this end as I propound this people in out 
Text your patterne, and thereupon ſhall be 
bold to make a requeſt unto you; ſo Iwill 
conclude with an exhortation, and a prayer 
upon it. The requeſt I ground upon the 
practiſe of this people, in whom wee finde 
unanimity for preſervation of the publicke 
welfare, and the ſame in peace. And this re- 
queſt I deliver in the words of Saint Paul, 
Phil. 2. 1, 2, 3,475, verſes. If there be any 
- #f conſolation in Chriſt, sf axy com. 
fort of love, if any fellowſmp of the ſpirit, 

any bowels of mercy,verſe 1. fulfill my joy, 
(and not mine alone, but the joy of God, and 

ef his holy Angeli) by being like-minded gha- 

v ing the ſame love, being of one accord, and of 

one minde,verſe 2. And let nothing be done 
through ftrife or vaine fog: but in humble- 

n ueſſe ef minde, let tach eſteeme other better 
| rhen himſelfe, verſe 3. And let us not looke 
every man to his owne things onely, but eve- 

ry max alſo to the things of another, verſe 4. 

Let the ſame minde bein you that was in 
Chriſt Feſwa, verſe 5. This is the ſumme of 


my requeſt, And now my prayer ſhall you 
| or 
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for evefy member of this royall follndation; 
as wel Officers as Governours, none excep- 
ted, that we may be not onely like minded 
one towards another, accordiag to Chriſt 
Ieſus, as Saint Paul prayeth for his Romans, 
Rom. 15.5. but that wee may live and dye 
in unity, peace, and concord: and herein, 
we beſerch thee to heare iu, good Lord. That 
foperforming our duties to God, and to 
the poore committed to our charge in all 
fincerity and uprightneſſe of hearts, when 
our generall acconnt ſhall be called for, wee 
may bereceived with an Eugee bone & fi- 
deli ſerve, well done good and faithfull ſer- 
vant; Math. 25. 21. Thou haſt beene faith - 
full over a few things, I will make thee Ru- 
ler over many things enter into the joy of thy 
Lord. 
Vnto which j oy, may hee be pleaſed to 
bring us, who hath moſt dearly bought 
us, even Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, 
to whom, &c, 
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